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Trees and fruit-bearing plants have a natural season to bear their fruit.  Human beings are vastly different                    
from plants, for it is necessary to make artificial divisions of time for us.  The beginning of a new year is a                  

good time to take an inventory, to see what fruit we have borne for our Lord during the past year.  

 

Consider the parable of the fruitless fig tree (Luke 13:6-9).  We should apply it to our Christian lives in                    
retrospect.  What fruit have we produced for God in the year 2019? Praise God and give thanks for the                          

fruit you have borne for God’s Kingdom during 2019! Consider your regrets from 2019; make                                                
new resolutions for 2020. God has graciously given you one more year to serve Him. 

 

Note the words of Jesus as He intercedes on our behalf with God the Father, “Lord, let it alone this year also,              
till I shall dig about it, and dung it” (Luke 10:8).  Do you see the great mercy implied here?  How many                         

times has our Lord pleaded for us in this manner, that we may have “one more year” – one more chance                      
to bear fruit?  It was only the great mercy and goodness of the owner of the vineyard that allowed                                             

the fig tree, which “cumbered the soil,” to stand for another year.   

 

We, too, must view “this year also” as a grant from God’s infinite grace.  Time belongs to God – the years                        
are His – and only His mercy holds back the ax of justice.  Shall we insult God’s mercy by giving Him                                   

less than our best in the coming year? 

 

The parable, however, implies a limit to God’s patience and grace.  The vinedresser asked no longer                                            
a reprieve than one year.  Even when Jesus is the pleader, the request of mercy has its limits.                                                        

We must ask ourselves – is this my last year? 

 

We all have friends and loved ones for whom this past year was their last. Now is the accepted time                                                       
to obey the commands of our Lord, for we have no assurance of tomorrow.   

 

As Jesus, our vinedresser, cultivates and fertilizes us with the holy Word of God, let us each resolve                                               
to bear fruit for Him during the coming year. 

editor Daisy Wilson 



Have You Heard? 

“I heard a little baby has been born in Bethlehem.                                                                                   

I saw a bright star in the East. I heard that He is the King of the Jews, the Son of God.                       

I heard that He has come to be the Savior of the world!                                                                              

I heard that He was born to a virgin and laid in a manger.  

Can you imagine that, born of a virgin?  

Have you seen this BABY, Jesus?                                                                                                                        

Do you know Him? 

         

I heard there is a young boy in the temple named Jesus.                                                                                               

I heard that he went missing upon his family’s departure from the                                                       

Feast of the Passover in Jerusalem. I heard that his parents found him                                               

in the temple among the teachers, listening to them and asking questions.                                         

Have you seen the SCHOLAR-BOY, Jesus? 

Do you know Him? “                                                                                                                                 
By Amanda Hayes             Douglas Enterprise 2011  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Advent and Christmas Eve were special for us this year because we 

celebrated it as part of your Church Family.  Christmas Eve Candle-

light and Communion was a great way to end the evening after the 

Live Nativity. We had a very large crowd from the community join 

us to celebrate the birth of the Christ child, Jesus, our Savior, who 

is Emmanuel, God with us! 

Thank you all for the generous Love Offering. We feel blessed to be 

here and want to wish you all a happy and blessed New Year! 

   Mark, Susan, and David 



 So happy to see our dear friend Virginia home with her beautiful 

family for the holidays. It was a tough 2019 but we  wish her a Happy 

Healthy  New Year 2020! 

 

On Friday the 13th Ben and I took off with our       

“Marshmallow Christmas “for the children at 

Thornwell. We had a truck load. It rained on 

us from our house there(238miles) and back 

(238miles). When we were within 45 minutes 

of Thornwell I called and told them when to 

expect us and that we could use some help to 

unload. At this time it was 36 degrees and 

flooding!!  We pulled  up to the  uncovered 

ramp at Thornwell and I climbed out of the 

truck with my phone to take some pictures. 

Their door flew open and it looked like the offensive line of a college football team came rushing out the door!                              

Our truck was unloaded in less than 5 minutes.  I forgot  about pictures.   Some of the helpers were house                                             

fathers that live with the children. They were excited about our delivery and began looking for the bags that                                             

were labeled for their cottage.  Each cottage received 2 huge bags  labeled according to the number of children in each 

( about 40 lbs of goodies.) 

In addition to bags of sheets, towels and blankets that we had collected,   the “Marshmallow Christmas “ items were: 

    16 boxes of graham crackers        48 bags of marshmallows    

    60 packets of hot chocolate                           24 boxes of Brownie mix   

 18 lbs of Hershey chocolate kisses  16 boxes of cookie mix 

    16 boxes of cake mix    8 cans of icing       

    16 boxes of rice krispies     8 pkg of cup cake liners    

 132 bags of popcorn    cookies 

    Crackers, cracker jacks, candy, nuts, cereal, Cheetos, Pop tarts, pretzels,    

    Playing cards and Puzzles,  A $200 check,  

 And 11 games ready to play like “Telephone Charades.  

   To each of you that helped make this possible, thanks for your     

   generous  donations of items/money to help the  children at      

     Thornwell have a  memorable Christmas.                                                                                       

THIS couldn’t have happened without your help! Thanks! Thanks! Thanks! 

 

CONNECTION GROUP WILL MEET AT Hog-N-Bones on January 8th at 10:15. 



December was a very busy month for 

FPC Douglas. Thanks to all who 

helped make everything happen.  

 

Reception  for Mark & Susan                                                            

Trip to Thornwell 

Setting up the Stable 

Rounding up live animals 

Signing up wise men, etc 

Standing in the live nativity 

Celebrating the birth of Our Savior 

Joy to The World! 



 

 

You’ve bought presents but Come receive HIS gift. 



Our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new year,  

and we look forward to it with expectancy and faith.  Amen 

Erika Franco….January 02 

Cindy Poucher...January 02 

Judith Andrews...January 05 

Avery Hurst...January 05 

Lisa Tierney...January 12 

Jason Cilders...January 13 

Cynthia Newbauer...January 14 

Helen Ross ...January 14 

Grace Lee Carver...January 15 

Buddy James...January 19 

Elisa Johnson...January 20 

BeBe Dunlap...January 22 

Susan Knowles...January 22 

Jenna Watson… January 23 

Emily Pearce Entner...January 24 

Lisa Martin… January 30 

  

“Emily”...Granddaughter of Donna & Doug and great-

granddaughter of Dot  graduated from VSU in          

December with a RN Nursing Degree. She is currently 

working in the intensive care unit at                                      

South Georgia Medical Center.  

Dot( at 99) was able to attend the pinning ceremony!! 


