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CHRISTMAS TIME 

By Rev. Mark Knowles 

        Have you ever thought about the meaning of time? Philosophers refer to chronological time. That is time as                  

measured by the ticking of a clock. It is calendar time. It is time as measured by the earth rotating on its axis, time as 

measured by the earth's journey around the sun. But what if the earth were destroyed. What if the sun were no more? 

Would time cease to exist?  

        Philosophers also talk about subjective time. To a child waiting for Christmas, time moves so slowly. To his                   

parents, Christmas may come all too quickly. To his grandparents, Christmas, 1949, may seem like just yesterday.              

Subjective time is relative.  

        As one scientist put it, if you sit on a hot stove, a minute seems like an hour. If a pretty girl sits on your lap,                         

an hour seems like a minute.    

        Chronological time--subjective time. The Bible introduces another kind of time which it refers to as                      

"Kairos"--God's time.  

        St. Thomas Aquinas tried to explain God's time like this: In the beginning when God first created heaven and             

earth, God also created time. Because God created time, he stands outside of time. He is timeless. He is eternal.               
Artists sometimes portray God as an old man. How false that portrait is. God is ageless. God has no clock to which            

he must conform. There is no yesterday or tomorrow in eternity. There is only now. Because God stands outside               

of time according to Aquinas, He can see all of time at one glance. The past is there before Him--"I am the God of             
Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob..." But, also the future. We ask, Can God know the future?                                 

Aquinas would answer, "Most certainly. The future stands before God in exactly the same way as does the past."      

        That is more than most of us can comprehend. And yet it is important for us to see that the celebration of                    

Christmas--indeed, the celebration of the entire Christ event--is the celebration of Kairos--God's time. When John                  
the Baptist proclaimed out in the wilderness that the Kingdom of God is at hand, he was saying something about the 

timelessness of God. Time is important. Time is in short supply. Yet the most important things in life are timeless.              

Love is timeless. Hope is timeless. Joy is timeless.      

        What are we to say to all of this? The conclusion we must draw is this: This moment is God's moment.                               

This time is God's time. We are living right now in Kairos. All of creation groans in expectation of what is yet to be.                         

The victory is already ours--if we will but accept it.       

  



If you look for me at Christmas 

If you look for me at Christmas, 

You won't need a special star. 

I'm no longer just in Bethelehem, 

I'm right there where you are. 

 

You may not be aware of me 

Amid the celebrations. 

You'll have to look beyond the stores 

And all the decorations. 

 

But if you take a moment 

From your list of things to do 

And listen to your heart, you'll find 

I'm waiting there for you. 

 

You're the one I want to be with, 

You're the reason that I came, 

And you'll find me in the stillness 

As I'm whispering your name. 

 

Love, Jesus  

        The story is told about a fellow who loved to read mystery stories but he didn't like to be kept in                 

suspense. He would read the last chapter first. That way he could read the book in the assurance that in                  

the end good would triumph over evil. To the villain he would silently announce, "Don't get too sure of                   

yourself. I already know the ending of the story. You'll get yours later."       

        The Christmas story allows us to see the last chapter first. The babe in the manger is God's                                      

announcement to our universe that he is at work reconciling the world unto himself. The angels could                       

sing about "Peace on earth, good will to men" not because it had been realized in Bethlehem 2,000 years                      

ago or even in our city today. In the mind of God, however, it is this moment already a present reality.                              

The future belongs to Him. This moment is God's moment. He is alive. He is here now. Time is important.          

Time is in short supply. Yet his love and His nurture are timeless.       

        Have you wasted most of the precious time he has given you? This is a perfect time of the year to evaluate 

your life--to see if you have invested it in that which will crumble and decay with time or if you have invested it in 

that which is eternal. The Kingdom of God is at hand. Is it a present reality in your life? It can be. That is God's 

moment. This is the Kairos--His time. Why not let him give you a gift this Christmas                                                              

that transcends time--the gift of His love.   



S everal members of the church 

have finished the recommended                   

Presbyterian readings for the past two years. I have outlined a schedule to read 

the New Testament in Chronological order for 2021. The readings are done               

Monday through Friday leaving the weekend free or to catch up. It will go from 

January 4, 2021 until November 12, 2021. I have shared it with Tom & BeBe.             

Others have requested a copy to join in the readings as a challenge for 2021.                    

If you would like a copy, please let me know and I will get it to you                                                   

in person, by mail or by email….Daisy 

THORNWELL 

The pandemic is forcing all of us into a life of solitude.  As adults, we can 

learn to cope, but for children, it is much more difficult.  For the past 

several years, we have all worked together to try and bring the spirit 

of Christmas to the children at Thornwell.  We have bought items, food, 

and games for the children.  This year, we do not want to forget 

them.  With that in mind, we will be taking up a special collection for 

the children of Thornwell on Sunday, December 6.  We really want to 

see these children have a Merry Christmas and your donation can       

assure that to happen.  Please consider giving as much as you can.  If 

you can’t be at church, please mail your donation to us at FPC, PO Box 

1210, Douglas, GA 31534, and make sure that you 

note this a donation for Thornwell on your check.                            

Thank you in advance for thinking of them.   

Lisa 



HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE WILSONS 

     Well I’m sure that 2020 is strange to everyone but we can only hope that next year will bring more sunshine to our lives.  

     We never thought that  this year we would …… 

 Search and find Sudoku in large print. 

 Play the old game of placing something at someone’s  door , ringing the bell and running back to the car. 

 Actually play more than 8000 games of Free Cell in one year. 

 Realize that the longest line we have been in is the return line at Belks. 

 Put together more than 25 puzzles and actually about half of them were 1000 pieces.        

 Read so many books. 

 Have a daily pastime of sitting on the front porch swing counting cotton and peanut trucks. 

 Have to social distance for Thanksgiving and Christmas Dinner. 

 Not see our grandchildren for a year. 

 Not be able to tell if someone is returning your smile because both of you are wearing masks. 

 Not be able to go to church.  

 Visit friends but stand in the yard while they stay on their porch. 

 Not worry about dusting the house because the only people near the front door are the UPS and FedX guys  and they don’t come in. 

 Have to worry about a toilet paper shortage. 

 Not be able to hug our family and friends that we miss so much. 

 Have time to look up old friends that we lost contact with years ago. 

 Be going to meetings  and Bible Study on ZOOM. 

 Not see a Live Nativity at the church. 

  Many of us have lost family and friends through all of this. But we must learn to live by the words of the song  

“Through It All” that goes like this. 

I've had many tears and sorrows I've had questions for tomorrow There've been times I didn't know right from wrong                                              

But in every situation God gave blessed consolation That my trials only come to make me strong 

 

Chorus: 

Through it all, 

through it all, 

I've learned to trust in Jesus, 

I've learned to trust in God 

 

So as we close out this year Ben and I wish each of you a Merry Christmas and Hope for a Brighter tomorrow.                                                          

“Each Day Is a Gift From God.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mallory Camp...December 8 

Mark Knowles… December 12 

Tom Ross December 12 

Lu Mullis...December 16 

Elizabeth Mathis...December 17 

Lyle Tyre...December 18 

Spence Scarce...December 19 

Bryan Hidalgo...December 22 

Matt McDaniel...December 22 

Grace James...December 29 

Tyson Hoyle...December 30 

Lidell Greenway...December 30 

Gracious God, you have shared your love for us in Jesus.                                                 

You ask that we share that love with others.                                                                    

Help us to consider carefully the many ways we                                                                     

can share your love in 2021 and always. 

Amen 


