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The Longest Year 
During this pandemic year of 2020, devastation and loss has been the new normal. The nights have felt so long for 
so many (including sometimes for me) that it’s been hard to believe a hidden blessing awaits us in the morning. 
The promise of Christmas, that a light will shine into the darkness, seemed nearly impossible this year. I wondered 
how to ignite the hope that we all share, that there is a promised light that has come into our darkness, dispelling 
the darkness that threatens to overwhelm and swallow us. Then I came upon this poem by Jan Richardson, written 
for the Winter Solstice, the shortest day of the year, which in 2020 fell on December 21st. 

 
Blessing for the Longest Night 

  
All throughout these months 

as the shadows 
have lengthened, 

this blessing has been 
gathering itself, 
making ready, 
preparing for 

this night. 
 

It has practiced 
walking in the dark, 

traveling with 
its eyes closed, 
feeling its way 

by memory 
by touch 

by the pull of the moon 
even as it wanes. 

 
So believe me 

when I tell you 
this blessing will 

reach you 
even if you 

have not light enough 
to read it; 

it will find you 
even though you cannot 

see it coming. 



 
You will know 

the moment of its 
arriving 

by your release 
of the breath 
you have held 

so long; 
a loosening 

of the clenching 
in your hands, 
of the clutch 

around your heart; 
a thinning 

of the darkness 
that had drawn itself 

around you. 
 

This blessing 
does not mean 

to take the night away 
but it knows 

its hidden roads, 
knows the resting spots 

along the path, 
knows what it means 

to travel 
in the company 

of a friend. 
 

So when 
this blessing comes, 

take its hand. 
Get up. 

Set out on the road 
you cannot see. 

 
This is the night 

when you can trust 
that any direction 

you go, 
you will be walking 
toward the dawn.                  
—Jan Richardson 

 
 
Immediately, I recognized these words as truth for this longest year of 2020 as well as the longest night. Even                             
during this dark year, I have been graced by the “unexpected release of breath and unclenching of hands.”                         
St. Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 4: 
 
“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge   
of the glory of God in the face of Christ…. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed…. For we who are alive are always being given over to death 
for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body…. All this is for your    benefit, so that the grace… may 
cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God…. Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 
yet inwardly we are being renewed every day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 
far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal.” 
 

I pray you will find this blessing not only during the longest night but during the longest year 
which is stretching even now into the new year of 2021. Let the light, which is Christ in you,  
continue to shine in the darkness and give you hope throughout the new year! 
           
           Pastor Mark 
 
 



From the Spivey family 

 

From  

The   

Lenzos 

From Judith, Stuart & Cheryl  

With the blanket that Cheryl had 

made for Judith’s Christmas   present. 

From the Claytons  

From Becky Sims and  

grandchildren 



 

 

 

 

Spending time with Children and Grandchildren. 

No Hugs this year!!! Praying for a much better 2021. 

And from many others in our church family!!!! 



 
 

 

Geri. A dear friend of mine and fellow math teach in Orlando shared this with me recently. 

Geri was the cheerleader sponsor and Algebra II teacher for Jenny Marrs who is on the 

HGTV show “Fixer to Fabulous.” She is proud of Jenny not only for her success  but also for 

her beautiful spirit and love of God. This is an excerpt from Jenny’s blog                                                            
Blessings and raindrops.  

“At the start of the year, the Lord pressed Isaiah 30:15 on my heart.                                                  

I didn’t know why at the time, yet, over the past year, it’s become evident. 

In quietness and confidence is your strength. 

One of the not-so-fun side effects of this more public life we’re now leading are the    

opinions and harsh words from strangers behind a screen. I believe quarantine life has 

made the trolls harsher and angrier and given them more time to sit behind their          

computer and share their thoughts. And, they undoubtedly forget (or maybe don’t care) 

that real people sit on the other side of the screen, reading their bitter words. 

When I read a hateful comment, I become defensive and angry and want to                  

respond with an equal measure of cruelty. Yet, the Spirit guides me over and                  

over again back to Isaiah 30:15. 

In quietness and confidence is your strength.” 

“Trusting God’s promises means quietness. You don’t need to argue for your                    

side when God is on your side. Be quiet before him and before others,                                    

  it shows you really trust Him.” 

  

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 We would like to say thank you for remembering us at Christmas! This has been an unusual year as      

we have been separated in body, but certainly not in Spirit. Your gifts, cards, flowers and fruit have all            

been a much appreciated reminder of our connection to one another as His Church. 

Thank you also for your many kindnesses when my mom passed away. Your prayers, texts and cards                

brought comfort and eased a very difficult time. Thank you so much. 

We wish you and yours all of God’s richest blessings in the new year. 

Love,   

Susan, Mark and David 

http://blessingsandraindrops.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2030%3A15&version=NLT


 

Erika Franco… January 2 

Cindy Poucher...January 2 

Judith Andrews...January 5 

Avery Hurst...January 5 

Lisa Tierney...January 12 

Jason Childers… January 13 

Cindy Newbauer...January 14 

Helen Ross… January 14 

Grace Lee Carver...January 15 

Buddy James… January 19 

Elisa Johnson...January 20 

Bebe Dunlap...January 22 

Susan Knowles...January 22 

Jenna Watson… January 23 

Emily Pearce Entner… January 24 

Lisa Martin...January 30 

Lord, You make all things new  and  bring hope alive in our hearts.  

You cause our Spirits to be born again.  

Thank you for this new year  and for all the potential it holds.  

Come and kindle in us A mighty flame  

So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God  

And live forever to praise Your glorious name. 

 Amen 
 

 

 Our November special offering brought in $430 for Thornwell. Thanks for your donations . 

 We are continuing to provide back pack bags for 32 students each week for the children at      

 Nicholls Elementary and they are very thankful. We will be asking for donations to that program         

 during our annual food drive (SOUPER BOUP SUNDAY).  We appreciate all your support for this          

 outreach project. Thanks,  

Reny, Chairman of Outreach programs 
 

 

A  

New 

 Year's  

Prayer                                                                                                                                                              


